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<mMAL SITUATION 


lo Frcffli 1931 to 1946 the number of members of the Shanghai Estonian conraunity 
varied from 120 to l>0 o Of these members, about 30$ were born in Estcma and 
spoke the language fluently 60$ were naturalized Estonian citizens through 
marriage or other means (see below) j the remaining 10 % were persons oXaimiaig 
Estonian citizenship or holding questionable pas sports Q 

Now (April 194&) the Shanghai Estonian community consists of HO persons; fewer 
than 70 of these are of Estonian origin, 32. of these 70 being bom in Estonia* 
(See paragraph 16) © The remainder of the present Estonian community became 
Estonian citizens through marriage, passport purchases, etc© 

2© There is little political organization or activity on the part of the Shanghai 
Estonian community© The only meetings of a political nature which are held 
with any regularity are yearly celebrations such as Estonian Independence Day^ 
The majority of the local Estonian community are poor workers* employed mostly 
T-Tith foreign firms© There have been, several attempts on the pairt of the local 
Estonian coimisunityto organize a social group, but for various political reasons 
and the lack of necessary funds, this has not been accomplished© At present, 
the local community is organized under the Estonian Society (Carnality) "Beat! 
Selts”, whose Executive Ccsssnittee is as follows j 

Presidents A© Lohmus Members F* Jakobsoa 

Secretary’s V© Miller Member and Advisors A,, Paiupriata 

Treasurer: A© Shillert 


a.&n 


Other members of the Consulate staff are the following Secretaries s Mrs* N© 
lohmus (wife of A© Lohirms), L c Prommik and 7© Miller© The f unctions of the 
Estonian Consulate are negligible; members of the Estonian community visit 
the Consulate once a year to have their visas extended— this costs US$7 per 

passport per year*. CONFIDENTIAL 
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^^■ or . to the outbreak of World Vkr II, the majority of the members of the Shanghai 
Estonian conmnity v«re planning to return to Estonia. However, this was not possible 
because of the Japanese invasion of China. In 1939, an organization called "Eesti Selta" 
tas formed vath its office on the premises of "Domino" on Avenue Roi Albert. The 
organization had the use of one room on the third floor of this b uildin g; the room was 
fbmiahed ttonjgh P. Jakobson, an Estonian who gave the members of the organization 
*°uiT S ^/ 0I \.* 0 1136 roan once a week. The main purposes of "Eeati Selts" were to es- 
tablish bettor contact with Estonia, > to obtain Estonian literature for the use of 
members of the local community and to aid local Estonians who were in need, in 193 c ' . 
the members of .the Executive Conwittee of "Eesti Selts" v®rej 

H. James (? O. Janus), President A. Shillert, Treasurer 

Vice President P* Jakobson, Member 

V. tiller. Secretary H. Bergman, Member 

"Eesti Selts" ms forced to close in 1940 because of action by Soviet officials in 
Shan^iai (see paragraphs 5-6). 


5. In the early fall of 1940 there were various indications that the Shanghai Estonian 
Consulate would be closed by the Soviet authorities. However, Paul R umb erg, then 
Estonian Consul in Shangiiai, dismisaed these rumors as unfounded. At that time the 
Estonian Consulate was at 232 Yu Yuen Road, the private residence of Rurnberg> Abcoit 
September 1940* part of the documents of the Estonian Consulate were removed to the 
hom ®? f A * Shillert * At that tin© it was announced that the Estonian Consulate was moved 
to 203 Seymour Road, Apartment 2* This move was apparently accomplished because of in- * 
creasing indications that the Soviet authorities would take control of the Estonian Con 
sulate and its official records * In October 1940 it was announced that the Estonian 
Consulate was under the control of the local Soviet authorities and that Estonia vm 
part of the USSR* At the time of this announcement, Ruraberg became serSouslv iU 
and died a short time later* * 


6* In September 1940 the Soviet authorities issued the first demand regarding the turning 
over of the Estonian files* This demand was forwarded from the Soviet Embassy 
Tokyo and was made by S* Budkevich, who came to Shanghai from Tokyo to take possession 
of the Estonian records for the USSR* This request of the Soviet authorities was made 
through V\> Miller vho acted on behalf of Ruraberg* Miller, at that time Secretary of 
the Estonian Consulate, informed Putkevich that the files would not be turned over to 
the Soviet authorities and that the files would remain in the possession of the Estonian 
Consulate * taller had no authority to act for the Estonian Consul General after tan- 
berg * s death and A* lohnus, Estonian Consul in Harbin, was notified to come to Shang- 

charge of Estonian affairs in the area* On 19 October the Soviet authorities 
raided the Estonian Consulate and confiscated all the official papers on the premises* 

OCV1 A * 


Comment i The following article appeared in the 19 October 1940 issue of tho 

North China Daily News : "Soviet, Police and Court Official** Enter Premises 9 Consul 
Secretary KeporlJs^^An incident of international importance occurred in Shanghai 
on the morning of IS October 1940 when representatives of the Soviet Embassy and the 
Soviet Consulate in Japan, Shanghai Settlement Police and First Special District Court 
officials proceeded to the Estonian Consulate at 203 Seymour Road and asked. Estonian 
officials there to surrender their documents and archives, which they did* One cabi- 
net containing documents was given to F* S* Badar of the best Hongkew Police who wrote 
a receipt for it, but the key for opening the cabinet was left in the hands' of V* MLlla ^ 
Honorary Secretary of the Estonian Consulate* Miller declared last night that although 
the Estonian Consular Archives had been taken away, it would help the Soviet authorities 
only a little *as the Estonian Consulates and Legations are all over the world and 
automatically we are represented by the nearest Estonian Consulate* 5 He also mentioned 
that there are about 140 Estonians in Shanghai and that of this number only 22 have so 
far applied for Soviet passports* He asserted that the rest of the local Estonians 
did not wish to have anything to do with the Soviets* Miller alleged that at XXx05 
a* m 9 representatives from the First Special District Court, including one Special 
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Court araod guard, West Hongkew Police — in the persons of F, S. Badar and soma 
C hi neseConste b le3--a nd Soviet Embassy officials from Japan entered his office „ 

He further alleged that K. Sharikov represented the Soviet Consulate in Tokyo and M. 

ZSFIfS** the Consular SectKn «r the llS: Si to 

Tokyo was also in tte raiding party* There were five Estonian officii present aa 

himself. He alioged that the Settlement Police insisted 
that the Estonian officials surrender their keys, threatening to use force* A 

asked rTUm. by T Judse 0 l,SIA ? me Produced by the party. Th-s Estonian officials 
asked for help. Mr. long. Secretary of the Norwegian Consular Body, and Norwegian 
Senior Consul Hr . Scheel wre said by Miller to have communicated with the Bubbling 
ii 11 Police, but no help came, Miller and his colleagues were forced to surrender the 

Con3ular documents vas kept by l\ 3 . 3a car until 

further notice, liillor said."). 


7. 


After the above raid took place, A. lohnus arrived in Shanghai (late October 1940). 

°/ 1 ?f al Estonians and "Eesti Selts" was reorganized and a new 
organization, still under the name "Ecsti Selts", was formed at 203 Seymour Hoad, 

Tho Executive Comaittee of the new "Eesti Salts’* included' 


A. Lohraus, President 
7, Millar, Secretary 
A. shillert. Treasurer 


H. Bergman. Member 
P. Jakob3on, Member 
A. Paraprints, Member 


r ,hen Iohmus was elected President, he promised to oppose the Soviet authorities. 

Since this meeting and election, lohraua has refused to call another general rasefcin* 
although the rules of the Society state that a meeting is to be called once each 
year* Ho. gives no explanation for this except to state that no meetings are 
necessary* hovever, he knows that if a general meeting were called, he would probably 
lose his position, J 


After tho raiding of the Estonian Consulate (see paragraph 6) t Lohmia ms -»iven five 
eases of various Consulate records and files to keep (those which had beer, moved to 
the hose of Shillert). To date, these files, containing important papers relating 
to the Estonian community, arc being kept by Lobmus, Although ha is acting as the 
representative of the Estonian eoraaixiity, it has been impossible for Estonian eiti- 
sene concerned to get their political records and files-copies of passports, mili- 
tary records, etc. 


8 , 


V?ar 11 *"£?" **? a ? mai ’ 3 occupied Estonia in 1941, the Estonian Consulate 
in Shanghai arranged with tie local German authorities for all Estonians in Chi na 

Geman Protection© Iohmue«s collaboration was accepted by the Gerxnen 
U and .!' ie even ^eed to get financial and medical aid Trent the Gorman Consulate 
and to have tho passports of Estonian citizens extended < During ’ orld bar If in Shane- 
JfH* t n K ‘ G9to ? ian ««*«« ^shed to travel fr«n one city to another, his passport 
had to be in order — *i. e., tho seal of the German authorities had to bo affixed he- 
®f ase the Japanese authorities did not recognize the Estonian passports not bearing the 
®V*) 0 9*™^ authorities, lohraus supplied the German Consulate with a camlet* 
list of Estonians in Shanghai. The German authorities would extend the passport of an 
Estonian citizen in Shanghai if the citizen produced a membership card from the Be ton- 
ian Society »Eesti Selts," These membership cards were issued only bv Ictaus. During 
dorld ,«rnin Shanghai, lohraus was recognized by the German authorities as the ted'’ 
Estonian community. At the end of World War n in 1945, some local Estonian 
concerned because their passports had official German stamp* on them 
and asked lohraus about this natter. Instead of calming thoir worries, he actually in- 
creased their anxiety. However, for a certain amount of money Iohrno ms willing to 
new Pasaporto to them. When lohraus took over tho Estonian Consulate in 3har,,*&i 

tt^ro h we^“io5 i >a\ d f 0 r i ? nt f WhiCh V ' e ^f ' ia£t after thc 3oviet authorities had finished, 
there were 123 blank Estonian passports. It is believed that some Germans in Shanghai 

escaped repatriation by obtaining one of these Estonian passports. There were two 
thS 30n ^ t0 ^ 3han -ghai who obtained Estonian citizenship 

f 31101 * 3 in One of these wcmeii was 3aronoas Knabe, a German 

Consulate staff Secretary; she paid US$300 to Mr. Aunapuu for the nnrriage. She rns 
not interned nor repatriated, but left Shanghai alone for Switzerland 5m 1946 as in 

Estonian Consulate Gntir,3 affair vdth Knabe was arranged through the Shanghai. 

HFmENTiAi 
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Conaainity received aid from th& Or man C rt *L,,i~ 4 .^ ff l ^ r ^he Estonian 

?j£ ty ^S£'^sg^aSn? w 

handled through lohnms of the Estonian Consulate of^^Gerna^ c”* i * 

(See paragraph 1? for a list of Estonians t *7received Sd)! <>nSUlatC 

emStybprop^ h ^ d . n °,^. i ?° n r 9 P resent ing the Estonian 

^ — «-s *ssss£ s £*jaj2 ss y 

S^the^stonSifcSnfinSr S^TSte^^disSS^ r ® Ceived aid throu Sh 

Se^nSSL^ ftf ^ iffSrS***” 

S^Srandt^iTo^S gffS* f ° r -f T °^ tS 

raus bought clothing of an inf erior Quality +r> +i\+ hC J )I ^ SCe ?, S froa this 33 1®* Xoh~ 
it to those Estonians who wre^n i8sued * and distributed 
fled and at the same 'tfi T® ^ 

the local Estonian c ommuni ty did nn + a proI:Lt for himself, Members of 

who feared the loss of the UHERA aid i^any th<3y ff m ° stly poor pe °P le 

they would be repatriated to Estorfa thr^h f ^ and most of them felt that 

Estonians tried to calla mLSSfS ^TL ® P°f oiTlces of Ul®RA» Some local 

the trip of his wife and his Sfe»s sSte?totho Pdth Dt ® RA acd 

however, this meeting fai£d ° th ® United Statea ( 9 «® Paragraph 11) j 

5 ffi,s Val »*«*>. *•*>■ 

their trip were to wS!S«l» f ^ 8 ° Tho P rinci P*l- reasons for 

EstoniansVSe United sLS ££ to «*m»ity in Shanghai to 

community. In press articles in^hLgh a rreLSS/th e i?d Sha ^ ai ^ stonian 
States, both women were listed a- Psi^i^n ^ departure for the United 

representative and Miss Sdenko 4nt a^ C o^sn™L T 3 %^™^ Went as a diplomatic 
•Pee which is published totSltolted th ® Bstonian Paper Meie 

origin and neither of thssa speaks the Fstoni™ 8 ?*^ ° f these w omen are of pm 1 © Russian 
to Estonian rationality SLSSSr^L 2^,?^?*®?' ' Mss ^enko iU9 no «!**■ 
that she suddenly acqSrad^toSL ^^! local Estonian comunity was disturbed 
representative^ thfSSl S?Sl C ^!^ P ^ went to the «*ited States as a 
woman too paid by the Estonian Fold resewn ^ pens ° 3 ^ >ne ^&P £or the ttjo 

expressed by the local Estonlnn^frtrirmm* + ^ ^ s!, i n Cton and dissatisfaction was 

Jre not ^ seLeSd^f ****** 
had previously expressed ?«* , _* , A * a . that neither of these women 

E3tonians°know S?32JS fttTSS H °f ° f the 10031 

details, -ladies* trip and lohmus refuses to divulge any 

ElStS sSt^r\o 8 tofSswSlg regarding entry into 

no quota for Estonian subtecMMs S K2? i f ^2 | t ? teraent that there is 
Shanghai cannot apply Sr A^?iiaf LSgStio^ ^at Estonian subjects in 

two individuals hare been ablfS^ pSSS *« i® knov® that at least 

knovflsdga and approval of Lofcous (See paragra^^ 3 )„ itlzenshxp vdth the complete 
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13, The following arc persona in Shanghai «ho are not of Estonian origin hut -who 

hold Estonian passports: . . „ „ _ . 

(1) . 0. Front, alias Oscar A. Turner® He came to Shanghai in 1945 from Manchuria 

where he worked for the Japanese. From the Shanghai Estonian Consulate he obtained 
a temporary certificate which stated that he was born in Estonia* He also obtained 
Russian Emigr© papers. However, Tunnor is not Estonian, Finnish or Russian* 

His Russian (? emigt - , ?Soviet) wife baa admitted that her husband uses two names* 

(2) P. Gordikov (Gordikoff) and K. Gordikov, brothors, and Mrs. IU Gordikov. The 
Gordikov brothers are of pure Russian origin; however, they obtained Estonian pass- 
ports from Lohmus* lohmus attests to Justify his action by stating that in 1943 
When part of the Estonian Consulate documents were moved to the premises of Shillert 
(sea paragraph 5), a relative of the Gordikov* a, the brothers helped Lohmus protect 
the official documents from the Soviet 'authorities; however, the brothers had nothing 
to do vdth any such action* 

(3) . E» Puhl, an Estonian, had to pay the Estonian Consulate 0Sj>125 for his 
wifo »3 passport. K. Teinveld had to pay the Estonian Consulate US$225 for his vdfe ! s 
passport* The exact number of passports issued by Iohraus upon payment of such fees 
is unknown, 

A, LOffitUS 

14, A. Loliraus was the Honorary Estonian Consul in Harbin from 1932-1940® 'while in 
Harbin, he ran an electrical business, one of the train sources of supply for the 
Chinese Eastern Railway which then belonged to the Soviet Government* Lohmus»s 
business was fairly successful and he become a wealthy man® After 14 July 1940 
when the USSR annexed Estonia, Lohmus left Harbin for Dairen, fearing Soviet 
action against, him . In Dairen he helped Hr® Ruthe, Honorary Estonian Consul in 
Dairen, to hand over the Dairen Estonian Consulate documents to the Soviet authoilti.es 
Vdth the death of P* Iiumberg, Estonian Consul in Shanghai, V® Hiller cabled lohmus 

in Dairen asking Lohmus to come to Shanghai and help with Estonian affairs* lohmus 
came to Shanghai from Dairen in October 1940 after the Soviet authorities had raided 
the Eston3an°Consulate in Shanghai (paragraphs 5-6) and simply took charge of the 
Estonian conmunity® V® Hiller , as Secretary of the Shanghai Estonian Consulate, 
asked Iohnus to assist him in resisting the pressure being applied by the Soviet 
authorities and Lohmus promised to help; however, Lohmus quieted the whole affair 
and cooperated with Vice Consul Sergeyev of the Shanghai Soviet Consuli to * Some 
local Estonians believe that Lohmus does not wish to oppose the Soviet authorities 
because he fears he will lose his properties in Harbin® Hot very long after his 
arrival in Shanghai, lohmus opened a butter and cheese business which has provided 
him vdth a substantial income® At that particular period, it was extremely diffi- 
cult to get dairy products and through his connections Iohnus managed to build up 
a successful business which he is still running. Except for Iohraus, no members 
of the local Estonian community take an active part in any official or political 
affairs® Lohmus, however, is an opportunist— be always cooperates with the people 
and Government in power and tries to present himself to the Estonian community C3 
an Estonian patriot. 

V. HIUER 

15, V® Hiller has been approached by a local Soviet citizen vdth the 

following proposition: Hiller should take out a Soviet passport and advertise in 
the local papers that as an ex-Secretary of the Estonian Consulate and the "Eesti 
Selts" Hiller has left tho Estonian community and no longer takes any active part 
in "Ee 3 ti Solt 3 " and/or the Estonian Consulate and that all members of the "Ecsti 
Selts" who are willing to change their passports should apply to V. Hiller® If he doe 
this. Miller van promised an important position in tho Soviet Consular 
Service* His Soviet "friend" has warned Hiller that he will bo a fool if ha does 
not accept this offer, Hiller Is very much afraid that probably the Soviet authori- 
ties have found out about the official order which Miller has destroyed® In 1940, 
when the USSR annexed Estonia, a registered letter came to Shanghai from the Soviet 
authorities in Estonia® Hiller received the letter from the post office stating 
that all the Estonian Consular papers and documents were to be handed over to the 
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(F) BACHKAMN. G 
(F) BAUMAM. A 
(II) BAUIIAH. (son) 

(F) BEtUSVSKY. J 
(F) B3HIEVSKY. II 
(F) BOOKLET.. fl 
(IS) 30CKLER. (son) * 

(f) bajeiioff. j 
(f) DU3E1SKO. U 

(F; DIDEIJK0. V „ (sister of Mrs » Lohnwo) 
(F) DELtKO. II 
(It) ETffiOCK. A * 

(F) I3JK0CK „ II * 

(LI) RSIBSItK. J 
(It) GORDIKOFF, P 
(U) GCRDIKOFF, K 
(F) GORDIKOFF. ES 
(It) ILVES. U * 

(F) ILVES* G 
(F) TAKUS , L 
(It) JAKOB SOM » P * 

(it) JABUS. G * 

(F) JABUS , T * 

(It) JOIIArJSON, R* 

(F) JOHAIISON, S » 

(F) KARB,. J 
(F) KAFKA . T 
(U) KASK„ E * 

(F) KAP1I3R. A 
(It) KEI3S. A * 

(F) KERNER. A 
(F) KESKULA.E* 

(li) KOOLo L * 
ft!) KIRSCH , R 
(F) KNGREE. E 


(F) KALIICOVSKY. V 
(F) KttRDOTS. E 
(It) LAKS. G «■ 

(It) lESTCHIHSKY. K 
(It) KiSTCIHESKY. J (son) 

(f) LESTCHII3SKY„ h 

(f) LAGOS, A 

(li) MXIBHTHAL. F * 

(F) LILEIJTHAL., I, 

(F) IXLIEMTHAL. L, A, (daughter) 

(It) LIES. E 

(f) DIES „ J 

(IS) LILLO. R 

(F) LiLID. L 

(F) IAJUS . B 

(F) motor, l * 

(is) MILLER. V » 

(F) HILLER. A 
(IS) 10JU3IKAS , V * 

(F) MUUSIKAS. E 
(F) ItUUSIKAS. H 
(li) HIKITIE, A 
(F) niKITUI , S 

(f) HEpatroAscHr. n 

(It) COLE. F * 

(f) pauiberg. s * 

(li) PAEAPRUJTS. A * 

(f) PARAPP.IOTS. E 
(F) PIKKai. P. 

(It) PUHLi E « 

(F) PUH1. (vd.Ce) 

(F) PRCE1IIK, I. * 

(IS) Pi COST. E « 


(F) PROST. A 

(F) RAUDSOO. 11 * 

ft!) RAUDSOO. ,3 (son) * 

ft!) REIOTIIAL. F 

(F) ROSENTHAL, E 

(IS) SAICS. A 

(F) SCHILKE, A 

(F) SCHILKE. 33 

(F) SCHILKE. 1. 

(11) SEB5AI®!. 13 * 

(F) SCHCKBSRO , A 
(F) SCHOJBERG , V. 

(F) SCHOHB2RG , K 
(F) SCHQIJBERG > E 
(F) SCHOIiBERG , T 
(F) SAHAPOir. U 
(M) SHIHERT. A * 

(F) SHIIXERT,, A 
(F) SAMDAU. J 
(II) SPHEMGER,, U„ 

(f) sphehgee. h 

(F) SritEMGER. £ 

(F) SOV.TK. L 
(M) TALI'. A *• 

(F) TALSK. (wife) 

(M) nan!. R *• 
ft!) TU1«H, 0, A, 

(F) TUI. J 
(F) TRAim.AG, i; 

(li) THALBERG » II ,A. •* 

(it) TAHBHEtG. 9 .A. 

(F) TA133ERG. 1 .A. ( rile) 
ft!) TEIHVELD. K * 

(F) T3IIJVEII) , J„ 

(F) TEIHVELD. D. 

(F) KOVAL. A 
(F) P0DSTAVSK1. It. 

(F) VEIEAL. 13 
(F) t.'EIHGLASS , E 
(f) SEZNGLASS, e 
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